Ruby Called A Character 
Out Of ‘Guys And 


DALLAS, Tex. (AP) — “A 
‘Guys and Dolls’ character, 
that’s Jack Ruby.” 

“He’s like a boxer whose nose 
never got broken.” 

He’s the man millions watch- 
ing television Sunday saw gun 
down Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
accused killer of President Ken- 
nedy. 

The strip-tease club operator 
has a “million friends, in show 
business” and a lot of ex-busi- 
ness associates. Most peg him 
in a different way. 

“I don’t think political affilia- 
tion had anything to do with 
Ruby’s action,” said attorney 
Tom Howard, who will defend 
him on a murder charge. 

“I don’t think Ruby has any 
all the newsmen.” 
political affiliation — Democrat- 
ic or Republican — or if he even 
knew which he was.” 

His sister, Eva Grant, said he 
was badly shaken by Kennedy’s 
death. 

“He couldn’t eat Friday. He 
kept talking about Jackie and 
the Kennedy kids.” 

“I’m crying. I can’t take it.” 
That’s what A1 Gruber, a 
friend in Los Angeles, said 
Ruby told him over the tele- 
phone early Sunday in talking 
about the Kennedy shooting. 

Jack Ruby, 52, born Rubin- 
stein, is breezy, emotional and 
hot-tempered. He brawled him- 
self away from poverty and the 
streets of Chicago. 

He made it good — For him 
— here about 15 years ago with 
his first little swinging place, 
the Silver Spur. 

“Man,” said a one-time part- 
ner in dance promotions, “he 
was hungry for a buck. He’s al- 
ways after it. He lives for the 
business — the two clubs (Car- 
ousel, Vegas).” 

Some saw him as an intense- 
ly patriotic man, a hero wor- 
shipper of presidents. 

To others: 

“I think Ruby just got himself 
an impulse and operated on him 
(Oswald),” said Herbert C. D. 
Kelly in New Orleans. A 
business associate of Ruby two 
years ago, Kelly figured Ruby 
was more upset over the killing 
of a Dallas patrolman, than , 
over the President’s death. 

“Patriotic, he wasn’t. A police 
buff, he was.” 

. To Dist. Atty. Henry Wade he 
is just a killer. “I’ll ask the 
death penalty.” 
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night club columnist Toni Zoppi 
o. The Dallas News. “Not’ many 
people are in between.” 

“I think he was on some sort 
of morals kick,” said a woman 
who had dated him. “He didn’t 
drink, smoke, cuss. But he al- 
ways treated the ladies nice ” 
Wade met Ruby for the first 
time Saturday night, when Ruby 
crashed a news conference as 
colics outlined more of what 
thsy termed an air tight case 
against Oswald as the Presi- 
dent’s assassin. 

I know all the policemen,” 
Ruby breezily told Wade. “And 
Ruby did. He was used to be- 
ing around. Maybe that’s why 
it wasn’t too surprising when he 
popped out among the crowd of 
police and newsmen, waiting as 
Oswald was being transferred 
from the city jail to the county 
jail. 

He fired at point-blank range, 
one shot from the nickel-plated, 
snub-nosed .38 he always car- 
ried. 

Packing the pistol had caused 
two of his three arrests in re- 
cent years. Being tough, show- 
ing off the muscle he worked on 
building with exercise each day, 
caused another— for a night spot 
fight. 

He lived in the world of his 
business and seldom saw the 
sun come up. 

A flashy dresser, when he 
first came to Dallas he chose 
fancy Western wear. 

“They called him the ‘Chicago 
cowboy,’ ” Zoppi said. 

“He felt very badly about the 
Kennedy assassination,” said 
George Senator, manager of 
Ruby’s Vegas Club, a public 
dance hall. “He kept saying: 
‘Oh, that poor family.’ ” 

Ruby’s one-time partner in 
dance promotions had a differ- 
ent idea as to why the Presi- 
dent’s death in Dallas shook 
him. 


